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TOWN  OF  SPIRIT  RIVER 

(REVISED  JANUARY,  1961) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  22-78-6-W6  in  Census  Division  No.  15  Spirit  River  is  the  west- 
ern terminus  of  the  Northern  Alberta  Railway  branch  line  that  leads  west 
from  Rycroft. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,072  feet  Latitude  - 55/47  Longitude  - 118/50 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 54  degrees  F. 

Average  winter  - 20  degrees  F. 

Average  annual  - 34  degrees  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 9.8  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 63.3  inches. 

Average  annual  total  precipitation  - 16.13  inches. 

The  foregoing  averages  are  estimated  from  surrounding  weather 
stations  and  cover  a period  of  38  years. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  Lower  Smoky  River  Shale  or  Kaskapar  formation  forms  bed- 
rock at  Spirit  River.  The  shales  of  this  formation  are  dark  to  black  mar- 
ine shales  of  the  Upper  Cretaceous  Age.  These  shales  are  notably  lacking 
in  good  water  horizons. 

6.  SOIL 

Spirit  River  is  in  a Transition  Soil  Zone  which  is  described  as  fol- 
lows: 

Profile 

Generally  quite  mixed,  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  gray.  The  sur- 
face horizon  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  litter  (AO)  which 
may  be  absent  in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by  a mineral  horizon  that 
can  usually  be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  (Al)  part  may  be  black, 
gray  black  or  dark  brown.  The  lower  part  (A2)  is  frequently  somewhat 
leached  of  organic  matter  and  considerably  grayer  than  the  Al.  The  total 
depth  of  these  surface  horizons  averages  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  B 
horizons  are  generally  dark  brown  in  color  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of 
about  30  to  40  inches. 

Fertility 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  of  the  black  zone.  Leach- 
ing of  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  foods. 

Vegetation 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and 
has  more  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Land  Use 

A system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  in  the  crop  rota- 
tion, supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  required,  should 
be  practiced  for  best  results. 

7.  HISTORY 

The  town  is  named  after  the  Spirit  River,  a small  stream  2V2  miles 
south  of  the  townsite,  that  flows  into  the  Burnt  River,  which  in  turn  emp- 
ties into  the  Peace,  about  20  miles  downstream  from  Dunvegan.  Spirit 
River  is  the  translation  of  the  Cree  Indian  name  “Chepe  Sepe”  meaning 
Ghost  River.  This  name  appears  on  old  maps.  Original  settlement  was 
along  the  banks  of  this  stream.  It  grew  around  two  trading  posts;  one  op- 
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erated  by  Hudson’s  Bay  Company,  the  other  by  Revillion  Freres.  These 
posts  continued  to  do  business  on  this  site  until  1919.  They  were  located  at 
the  crossing  of  two  trails  which  led  to  other  trading  posts.  The  east-to- 
west  trail  led  from  Lesser  Slave  Lake  through  Spirit  River  to  Moberly 
Lake,  thence  through  Pine  Pass  to  Fort  McLeod  in  British  Columbia.  The 
other  trail  led  north  from  Lake  Saskatoon  through  Spirit  River  and  Dun- 
vegan  to  Peace  River  Crossing. 

Following  the  usual  pattern  of  development,  Christian  Missions  lo- 
cated near  these  trading  posts.  The  Roman  Catholic  Mission  was  trans- 
ferred from  Dunvegan  to  Spirit  River  by  Father  LeTreste  in  1903;  the 
Dunvegan  Post  having  ceased  operations  in  1900  when  Fred  Bedson  was 
the  Factor.  Next  came  the  Presbyterian  Mission  in  1903  headed  by  Mr. 
Simpson  which  lasted  until  1906.  The  Anglican  Mission  was  established  in 
1908  by  the  Rev.  Johnston.  Mrs.  Johnston  started  a mission  school  in  1908. 
In  1909  a regular  school  was  built  and  the  mission  supported  it.  Mrs. 
Schisler,  sister  of  Mrs.  Hugh  Allen  and  Mrs.  V.  C.  Flint  who  later  lived  in 
Beaverlodge,  taught  at  this  school  in  October,  1909. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  earliest  white  settlers  and  the  year  of 
their  arrival  at  Spirit  River:  Charles  Bremner,  1891;  F.  J.  H.  Bedson,  1896; 
George  E.  McLeod,  1898;  J.  J.  Brooks,  1898;  W.  S.  O.  (Bill)  English,  1898; 
H.  E.  Calkin,  1901;  J.  & D.  Esplen,  1901;  B.  D.  Brooks  and  family,  1901; 
G.  C.  Garnett,  1901;  J.  Dodge,  1901;  George  Tanton,  1901;  R.  Ward,  1901. 

Charles  Bremner,  Peter  Gunn  and  Frank  Beatton  left  Scotland  to- 
gether in  1884  when  they  were  all  18  years  of  age  to  enter  the  service  of 
the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company.  Peter  Gunn  subsequently  was  sheriff  for  the 
Peace  River  district.  Frank  Beatton  was  Chief  Factor  for  the  Hudson’s 
Bay  Company  in  the  Northwest. 

Prior  to  1891  Charles  Bremner  was  freighting  supplies  from  Edmon- 
ton to  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Post  at  Dunvegan.  In  1889  he  brought  15  head  of 
cattle  from  Edmonton  to  Dunvegan.  Some  of  these  were  registered  Angus 
stock.  He  also  brought  three  pigs  from  Edmonton  to  Spirit  River  in  1894. 
They  cost  $120  landed  at  Spirit  River. 

Bremner  was  the  first  person  to  do  any  farming  in  the  Spirit  River 
district  when  he  squatted  on  some  land  near  the  trading  post  at  Spirit 
River  in  1891.  In  1895  he  entered  into  a farming  partnership  with  Peter 
Gunn,  when  they  bought  out  a cattle  and  horse  ranch  which  the  fur  trad- 
ing company  had  attempted  to  start  at  Spirit  River  without  success. 

Charles  Bremner’s  first  job  after  he  arrived  at  Fort  Dunvegan  was 
to  cut  the  grain  crop.  A Canadian  cradle  hung  in  the  Post  but  no  one  knew 
how  to  use  it.  They  used  the  sickle  instead.  Bremner  had  learned  how  to 
use  a cradle  in  Scotland,  so  he  pitched  the  sickle  into  the  river.  The  grain 
was  threshed  with  a flail.  He  decided  this  method  of  threshing  was  too 
arduous  so  he  built  a threshing  corral;  this  consisted  of  a raised  floor 
made  of  poles,  on  which  sheaves  were  spread.  He  would  then  drive  wild 
horses  or  steers  within  the  enclosure  surrounding  this  floor  and  the  tramp- 
ling of  the  animals  on  the  sheaves  shook  out  the  grain  which  dropped 
between  the  raised  floor  poles  to  a receptacle  below. 

About  1887  the  Roman  Catholic  Mission  at  Dunvegan  obtained  a hand 
operated  threshing  mill  from  France.  This  machine  was  moved  to  several 
points,  including  Grande  Prairie.  Its  final  resting  place  was  the  Roman 
Catholic  Mission  at  Sturgeon  Lake.  Charles  Bremner  made  an  attachment 
for  this  machine  so  that  it  could  be  operated  by  horsepower. 

Some  of  the  oldtimers  were  among  those  who  set  out  for  Klondyke 
in  the  1898  gold  rush.  The  Esplen  brothers  came  through  the  mountain 
passes  from  British  Columbia. 
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W.  S.  0.  English  and  H.  E.  Calkin  were  visiting  Edmonton  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1903  when  they  verbally  agreed  to  form  a partnership  without  any 
written  contract.  This  partnership  lasted  for  16  years  of  general  trading 
and  farming.  They  squatted  near  the  Spirit  River  in  1903  when  they  re- 
turned from  Edmonton  with  seed  oats.  They  broke  and  sowed  10  acres  to 
oats  in  1903  and  harvested  their  first  wheat  in  1906.  Their  first  cow  and 
calf  were  obtained  as  payment  for  guiding  a party  of  squatters  in  1904. 
English  worked  out  freighting  while  Calkin  stayed  on  the  farm.  Bill  Eng- 
lish was  the  first  postmaster  in  the  Spirit  River  distrct.  The  post  offce  was 
in  the  English  and  Calkin  store. 

The  first  store  to  open  on  the  present  townsite  was  Napoleon  Dupres ; 
and  C.  Knowles  was  the  first  postmaster. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  was  built  in  1906.  Father  Hisse  was  the 
priest  in  charge. 

The  Spirit  River  prairie  contains  about  900  square  miles.  This  land 
was  surveyed  for  homesteads  in  1907  and  again  in  1909.  The  townsite  was 
surveyed  in  1915. 

A small  community  hospital  was  established  in  1932.  In  1934  a ten 
bed  hospital  was  built.  The  present  Holy  Cross  Hospital  accommodates  44 
patients  and  is  operated  by  the  Gray  Nuns  of  Ottawa. 

The  railroad  arrived  in  1916  and  the  grading  was  continued  55  miles 
further  west  the  same  year  to  Pouce  Coupe.  The  steel  has  not  been  ex- 
tended beyond  Spirit  River. 

The  hamlet  of  Spirit  River  was  erected  as  a village  June  13,  1916. 
E.  D.  Carter  was  the  first  mayor  and  R.  A.  Harrington  the  first  secretary- 
treasurer.  It  was  incorporated  as  a town  September  18,  1951  with  G.  A. 
Gudlaugson  as  the  first  mayor  and  H.  C.  Gordon,  secretary-treasurer. 

A branch  of  the  Union  Bank  was  opened  in  1916  with  W.  G.  Hart  as 
manager.  This  bank  was  subsequently  taken  over  by  the  Royal  Bank  of 
Canada. 

Fire  destroyed  the  hotel  in  1917.  In  1921  the  whole  business  section 
was  destroyed  by  fire  but  was  soon  rebuilt.  In  the  fire  of  1948  four  grain 
elevators  were  destroyed;  three  of  these  were  rebuilt. 

The  first  electric  light  plant  was  established  by  a private  concern  in 
1920.  The  municipal  diesel-electric  plant  was  installed  in  1942  and  enlarged 
in  1947.  This  plant  was  sold  in  1952.  Power  is  now  supplied  by  Canadian 
Utilities  Limited. 

Spirit  River  School  Division  No.  47  was  established  November  7,  1940. 
Spirit  River  School  District  No.  3361  was  established  May  11,  1916  and  was 
included  in  Spirit  River  School  Division  No.  47  January  1,  1945.  St.  Marie 
Roman  Catholic  School  District  No.  35  was  established  February  23,  1948 
and  is  not  included  in  the  division. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Spirit  River  lies  17  miles  southwest  of  Dunvegan,  87  miles  from 
Peace  River  and  44  miles  from  Grande  Prairie  on  Highway  No.  2.  It  is  a 
terminus  on  the  Northern  Alberta  Railway.  The  townsite  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  railway  and  slopes  upwards  to  the  south.  The  wide  main 
street  is  at  right  angles  to  the  railway  and  is  lined  with  concrete  sidewalks 
and  many  modern  stores.  From  the  main  street  there  is  a splendid  view 
of  the  prairie  farmland  that  stretches  north  with  a descending  slope  to- 
ward the  River  Peace.  It  is  the  social  and  shopping  centre,  the  health  and 
educational  centre,  the  servicing  centre  for  agricultural  machinery,  and 
the  shipping  point  for  a 900  square  mile  territory. 

There  is  transportation  by  rail  and  truck  and  communications  by 
mail,  telegraph  and  telephone. 

Health  facilities  consist  of  a 44-bed  hospital,  two  medical  doctors, 
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one  dentist,  one  public  health  nurse  and  a drug  store. 

The  Public  School  and  Roman  Catholic  Separate  Schools  teach 
grades  1 to  12.  A dormitory  for  rural  students  is  operated  by  the  Separate 
School  Board. 

There  is  a weekly  newspaper,  a public  library,  several  clubs  and 
service  organizations;  also  summer  and  winter  sports  facilities  which  in- 
clude a covered  curling  rink  and  arena  that  provide  an  outlet  for  public 
service  and  spare  time  activities.  Three  churches  serve  the  spiritual  needs 
of  the  community.  One  bank  and  a sub-agency  of  the  Alberta  Government 
Treasury  provide  financial  facilities.  A 22-room  hotel  provides  accommo- 
dation for  travellers. 

There  is  three  phase  60  cycle  power  supplying  electrical  needs  and 
gas,  water  and  sewers  are  installed. 

The  district  population  is  made  up  of  about  14%  French  Canadian, 
35%  Ukrainian  extraction  and  the  balance  Anglo  Saxon.  There  are  150 
houses,  and  a five  room  bungalow  rents  for  around  $40  per  month. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor  and  six  councillors.  The  mayor  is 
elected  for  a two-year  term  and  two  councillors  are  elected  each  year  for 
a three-year  term.  The  secretary-treasurer  administers  the  town’s  affairs 
in  accordance  with  policy  set  by  the  council. 

10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

The  town  has  its  own  police  constable,  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  detachment  with  one  corporal  and  one  constable,  visiting  police 
magistrate  from  Grande  Prairie. 

Building  Regulations  — There  is  a building  and  zoning  by-law.  Plans 
for  new  buildings,  alterations  to  buildings  and  removal  of  buildings  must 
be  approved  by  council. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Health  Regulations. 


A residential  area  in  the  town  of  Spirit  River 
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11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  16  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment 

One  1,500  gallon  tank  truck.  One  RCAF  six  wheel  crash  truck  with 
300  gallon  water  tank,  700  feet  Vh  inch  hose.  600  feet  IV2  inch  hose.  Fog 
nozzles,  ladders,  axes,  coats,  helmets,  rubber  boots,  etc. 

Water  Supply 

Reservoirs  with  a capacity  of  5,000,000  and  15,000,000  gallons  with  a 


total  capacity  of  20,000,000  gallons.  There  are  13  fire  hydrants  conveniently 
located  throughout  the  town. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1960  Net  Assessment 

Land,  100  per  cent  of  value  $113,440 

Improvements,  100  per  cent  of  fair  value 668,387 

Total  Assessment  $781,827 

Mill  Rate 

Municipal  21  School  35  Hospital  4 Social  Service  2 Total  62  mills 

13.  AREAS 

Total  area  of  town 122.00  acres 

Roads  and  streets  24.75  acres 

Parks  and  playgrounds  23.25  acres 

Miles  of  roads,  streets  and  lanes: 

Gravelled  Unopened  Total 
Roads  and  Streets  ......  3 3 

Lanes  and  Alleys  .5  .5 

3.5 


There  are  1.25  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 4.5  miles. 

Water  mains  - 6 miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  by  Canadian  Utilities  Limited 
under  a franchise. 

Domestic  Rate 

Demand  charge  - $1.00  per  month. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  25  KWH  user  per  month  - 9c  per  KWH. 

Next  100  KWH  used  per  month  - 4c  per  KWH. 

All  in  excess  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  bill  - $1.50;  Penalty  - 5%. 

Commercial  Rate 

Demand  Charge: 

$1.00  per  month  for  the  first  1,000  watts  of  connected  load. 

.50  per  month  for  each  additional  1.000  watts  of  connected  load. 
Energy  Charge: 

First  50  KWH  used  per  month  - 9c  per  KWM. 

Next  200  KWH  used  per  month  - 8c  per  KWH. 

All  excess  KWH  used  per  month  - 4c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  bill  - $1.50;  Penalty  - 5%. 

Power  Rate 


Demand  Charge: 

$1.00  per  HP  connected  load. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  25  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - 8c  per 
KWH. 
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Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - 5c  per 
KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - 4c  per 
KWH. 

Minimum  bill  - demand  charge  but  not  less  than  $2.00;  Penalty  - 
5%. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  Spirit  River  and  is  piped  into  reservoir. 

Rates 

First  2,000  gallons  or  less  used  per  month  - $5.00. 

Next  100  gallons  or  less  used  per  month  - .25  per  100  gallons. 

Water  Analysis 

Parts  per  Million 


Total  Solids  410 

Ignition  Loss  114 

Hardness  270 

Sulphate 112 

Chloride  — 

Alkalinity  170 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  Lime  and 
Magnesium 

Nitrites  — 

Nitrates  — 

Iron  2.2 


Remarks:  Chemically  this  water  is  suitable  for  human  consumption 
after  iron  content  has  been  settled  out. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  by  Northland  Utilities  Limited  under  fran- 
chise. Heat  value  not  less  than  950  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  deg.  F. 

General  Rates 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  2 MCF  or  less  used  per  month 3.00 

Additional  MCF  used  per  month .70  per  MCF 

General  conditions  — when  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the 
due  the  charges  per  MCF  shall  be  increased  by  3c  per  MCF  and  the  gross 
rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  3.00 

Commercial  and  Industrial  Rates 

This  schedule  is  available  to  all  commercial  and  industrial  custom- 


ers. 

Net  Rate  — 

Fixed  charge  per  month  $7.00 

Plus  consumption  charge  .67  per  MCF 

Minimum  monthly  charge  7.00 


General  Conditions  — this  schedule  is  available  only  on  annual  con- 
tract which  shall  continue  from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party 
shall  give  to  the  other  party,  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of 
any  such  year,  a written  notice  of  desire  to  terminate  same,  whereupon 
at  the  expiration  of  such  year,  it  shall  cease  and  determine. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  the  charge  per 
MCF  shall  be  increased  by  three  cents  per  MCF  and  the  gross  rate  so  ar- 
rived at  shall  apply. 

High  Load  Factor  Rates 

Available  to  consumers  on  annual  contract  whose  annual  consump- 
tion of  gas  is  not  less  than  six  million  cubic  feet  and  total  consumption 
during  the  six  meter  reading  periods  ending  in  May,  June,  July,  August, 
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September  and  October  is  not  less  than  forty  per  cent  of  their  total  con- 
sumption for  the  year. 

Fixed  Charge  — $30.00  per  month  plus  $1.50  per  one  thousand  cu.  ft. 
of  maximum  twelve  hour  demand. 

Commodity  Charge  — 56c  per  MCF. 

Determination  of  Demand  — The  maximum  12  hour  demand  shall  be 
the  greatest  amount  of  gas  in  cubic  feet  delivered  in  any  12  consecutive 
hours  during  the  current  billing  period  or  the  preceding  11  billing  periods 
as  ascertained  by  the  company.  In  the  case  of  a new  customer  of  gas,  the 
said  maximum  12  hour  demand  shall  be  estimated  by  the  company.  The 
company  will  upon  receipt  of  a written  request  from  a consumer  install  a 
recording  meter  to  measure  the  said  maximum  12  hour  demand.  In  such 
event  the  maximum  12  hour  demand  established  for  the  current  period  or 
for  the  previous  11  billing  periods  whether  ascertained  by  the  company  as 
aforesaid  or  as  measured  by  the  said  recording  meter  shall  apply.  Pro- 
vided, however,  that  the  company  may  with  the  consent  of  the  consumer 
estimate  the  maximum  12  hour  demand  taking  into  consideration  such 
factors  as  the  effect  of  the  consumer’s  demands  for  gas  upon  the  com- 
pany’s peak  load  or  any  other  relevant  factor. 

Terms  of  Contract  — One  year  and  thereafter  until  terminated  by 
thirty  days’  written  notice. 

18.  L.  P.  GAS 

Heat  value  — 2,521  b.tu.  per  gallon  at  60  deg.  F. 

100  lb.  bottles  — 6.50 
Bulk  — 18  cents 

There  is  no  bulk  storage  tank  in  town. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  — 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  deg.  F. 

Winter  grade  - 19.8c  per  gallon 
Summer  grade  — 19.8c  per  gallon 
Storage  facilities  — 35,000  gallons 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Edmonton,  Foothills  and  Forestburg  fields. 
There  is  very  little  used  by  the  town  residents. 


This  downtown  building  is  occupied  by  provincial  and  municipal  government  agencies 
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Rates  per  Ton; 

Location 

Lump 

Egg 

Stoker 

Edmonton 

15.00 

14.00 

13.00 

Foothills 

18.00 

17.00 

16.00 

Forestburg 

14.00 

13.00 

12.00 

21.  RESOURCES 


Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  forage  crops  and  several  types  of  grass 
seeds,  straw,  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  dairy  products,  poultry  pro- 
ducts, honey,  lumber,  gas  (natural),  sand  (common),  gravel. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office,  Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police  Detachment. 

Provincial 

Government  Telephones,  Treasury  Branch  (sub-agency),  Spirit  River 
School  Division  No.  47,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Liquor  Store,  Dis- 
trict Agriculturist,  Public  Health  Nurse  and  Department  of  Munici- 
pal Affairs. 

Municipal 

Municipal  District  of  Spirit  River  No.  133  Headquarters,  Town  Hall, 
Fire  Hall,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  Staff,  Public  Library,  and  ladies’ 
rest  room. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Holy  Cross  Hospital  is  operated  by  the  Gray  Nuns  of  Ottawa.  The 
capacity  of  the  hospital  is  44  beds  and  14  basinettes.  The  total  staff  is  41 
employees  with  a matron,  6 graduate  nurses,  4 nurses’  aides,  9 ward  help- 
ers, 1 orderly,  engineer  and  kitchen  staff. 

Pub.  Ward  Semi-Priv.  Private 

Residents  1.60  2.60  3.60 

Non  - residents  11.50  12.50  13.50 

The  Grande  Prairie  Health  Unit  calls  monthly. 

Other  health  services  — Two  medical  doctors,  one  dentist,  one  public 
health  nurse,  one  drug  store,  Senior  Citizens’  Home  - Pleasant  View  Lodge. 


The  recently  completed  Hospital  at  Spirit  River 
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24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSON  SERVICES 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Public  Accountant  1 

Beauty  Parlors  3 

Barber  Shops  1 

Watch  Repairs  1 

Radio  Repairs  1 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Northern  Alberta  Railway  — Passenger  train  service  Monday  and 
Friday  of  each  week.  Passenger  train  service  includes  such  points  as  Ed- 
monton, McLennan,  Grande  Prairie,  Dawson  Creek  and  other  points. 
Daily  truck  service  to  Edmonton  and  Grande  Prairie. 

Bus  service  daily.  Canadian  Coachways  (twice  daily). 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Spirit  River  Signal  - weekly. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Northern  Alberta  Railway  Tele- 
graph, Post  Office,  nearest  radio  station  at  Grande  Prairie  - CFGP. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada 

Alberta  Government  Treasury  Branch  (sub-agency) 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rates  Beer  Licence 
Spirit  River  Hotel  26  1.75  up  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Nil. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Roman  Catholic,  United,  Alliance  Tabernacle,  Ukranian 
Greek  Orthodox. 

32.  LODGES 

I.O.O.F.,  Masons,  Elks,  Eastern  Star,  Rebekahs. 


Primarily  a grain  growing  area.  Spirit  River  is  flanked  by  six  elevators 
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33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Board  of  Trade,  Canadian  Legion  with  Ladies  Auxiliary,  Women’s 
Institute,  Kinsmen. 

34.  SOCIETIES 

Catholic  Women’s  League,  Gung-hi  Ladies,  U.F.A.,  Glee  Club,  Angli- 
can Church  W.A.,  United  Church  Ladies’  Aid,  A.O.T.S.,  United  Church 
Friendship  Group. 

35.  EDUCATION 

The  town  public  school  belongs  to  the  Spirit  River  School  District  No. 
3361,  which  is  a unit  of  the  Spirit  Rver  School  Dvision  No.  47.  Grades  1 to 
12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects:  Commercial,  Art 
and  Drama. 


The  town  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades  Teachers 

Pupils 

Elementary  

1 - 6 

11 

255 

Junior  High  

7 - 9 

4 

106 

High  

10  - 12 

6 

116 

The  St.  Marie  Roman  Catholic  School  District  No.  36  teaches  Gr; 

1 to 

12.  The  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Grades  Teachers 

Pupils 

Elementary  

1 - 5 

2 

56 

Junior  High  

6 - 8 

1 

26 

High  

9 - 12 

1 

12 

36. 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Anglican  Church  Hall  

100 

no 

yes 

Legion  Hall  

250 

yes 

yes 

I.O.O.F.  Hall  

150 

yes 

yes 

(2)  School  Auditoriums  

450  ea. 

yes 

yes 

Avalon  Theatre  

398 

no 

yes 

United  Church  Hall  

350 

yes 

yes 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

The  Spirit  River  Municipal  Library  is  located  in  the  town  hall.  The 
Library  is  sponsored  by  the  town,  provincial  government  grant  and  mem- 


A view  of  the  main  business  section 
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bership  fees.  It  is  open  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  from  3 to  5 p.m. 
There  are  2,522  volumes  in  the  Library. 

Glee  Club  - 30  members. 

Two  4-piece  orchestras. 

School  activities  in  music,  art  and  drama. 

38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  — Boys  Scouts,  Army  Cadets,  Trail  Rangers,  Cubs,  Tyros. 

Girls  — C.G.I.T.,  Explorers. 

39.  SPORTS 

Baseball  — senior,  junior  and  midgets;  hockey  — senior,  junior  and 
midgets;  softball  — ladies,  mens;  darts;  curling. 

Facilities 

Covered  curling  rink,  3 sheets  natural  ice. 

Covered  arena  for  skating  and  hockey,  natural  ice,  seating  capacity 
2,300. 

Baseball  diamond. 

School  playgrounds. 

Exhibition  grounds. 

Air  strip. 

40.  FAIRS 

Annual  sports  day. 

41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Old  Hudson’s  Bay  Post  and  Roman  Catholic  Church,  3 miles  south 
east  of  the  town. 

Roman  Catholic  Church  and  Bishop’s  house  at  Dunvegan.  These 
buildings  were  erected  in  1867. 

Cairn  at  Dunvegan  to  mark  the  location  of  Fort  Dunvegan,  establish- 
ed in  1804  by  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company. 

42.  COOPERATIVES 

Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  General  Store,  Oil  Distributors,  Co-op  Lumber 

Yard. 

43.  BUSINESS  AND  INDUSTRY 
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Apartment  Buildings 

4 suites  and  over 
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— 

Auctioneers 
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— 

Banks  

2 — — 

— 

Barbers  

1 — — 

— 

Beauty  Parlors  . 

3 — — 

— 

Books  and  Stationery 

(See  drug  store) 

Butchers 

2 — — 

2 

Building  Contractors  ... 

1 — — 

— 

Blacksmiths  

Clothing 

1 1 — 

1 

men's  & women’s  . 
Contracting 

5 — — 

1 

heavy  construction 

6 — — 
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Dentists 

1 

Drugs  „ 

1 

— — l 

Electrical  Contractors  - 

2 

— — — 

Electrical  Appliances  — 

5 

— — 5 

Furniture 

(see 

hardware) 

General  Stores  . 

Garages  and  Service 

3 

— — 3 

Stations  

0 

— — 6 

Grain  Elevators  

6 



(total  capacity  600,000 

bu.) 

Hardware 

3 

— — 3 

Hotels  

1 

Honey  Extracting  1111 

Implements  - agricultural  6 — — 6 
Insurance  & Real  Estate  4 — — — 
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Jewellers  1 — — 1 

Lumber  Yards  2 — — 2 

Oil  Distributors  4 — 4 — 

Painters  and  Decorators  1 — — — 

Planing  Mill  1 1 1 — 

Plumbers  2 — — — 

Pool  Rooms  2 — — — 

Propane  Gas  Agents  - .... . 2 — — 2 


Radio  Repairs  1 — — 1 

Restaurants  2 — — — 

Sash  & Door  Factory 1111 

Shoe  Repairs  1 — — 1 

Sporting  Goods  (see  hardware) 

Tinsmiths  11  — 1 

Trucking  6 — — — 

Woodworking  1111 


44.  SITES 

Residential  sites  and  industrial  sites  adjacent  to  trackage  are  avail- 
able from  the  town  and  private  owners  at  reasonable  prices. 

45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Industrial  development  at  Spirit  River  started  with  the  Hudson’s  Bay 
Company  fur  trading  post.  Then  came  farming  and  lumbering.  The  first 
wheat  was  grown  in  1908  and  it  was  1908  before  grain  production  caught 
up  with  the  local  consumption.  There  was  no  development  until  the  railway 
arrived  in  1916.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  the  railroad  terminus  and  is 
now  the  shipping  point  for  a large  area.  The  major  industry  is  mixed 
farming.  The  district  produces  excellent  cereals  and  forage  crops,  also 
several  varieties  of  grass  seed.  There  is  a planing  mill,  a sash  and  door 
factory,  and  a large  amount  of  fire  killed  timber  is  shipped  from  this  point 
to  pulp  mills  in  the  United  States.  For  the  handling  and  storage  of  grain 
there  are  six  elevators  with  a total  storage  capacity  of  600,000  bushels. 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 30  miles;  south  - 15  miles;  east  - 4 miles;  west  - 40  miles. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  - 3,721. 

Town  population,  1956  census  - 743. 

Town  population,  1958  census  - 834. 

Town  (approximately)  1961  census  - 1050. 
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